Election compliance audit application form (@ﬁawa

Instructions

Under the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (the “MEA”), any eligible elector who believes that a
candidate or registered third party advertiser has contravened the campaign finance rules in
the statute may apply for a compliance audit of that party’s election campaign finances.

To apply for a compliance audit of a candidate for the office of Mayor or City Councillor, or a
registered third-party advertiser:

1. Complete this form and the required fields marked with an asterisk ( *).

2. Submit this form and any supporting documents in person at the City of Ottawa’s
Elections Office during regular business hours (Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30

pm).

The Elections Office must receive this form by the deadline(s) prescribed in Subsection
88.33(3) or Subsection 88.35(3) of the MEA.

All applications will be submitted to the Election Compliance Audit Committee for review in
accordance with the MEA.

Applicant information*
Edward

First name;

Phillips

Last name

Full qualifying address (qualifying address in the City of Ottawa):
Redacted

Mailing address (if different than qualifying address):

lRedacted

Telephone:
[Redacted

Email:

Candidate or registered third party advertiser details*

Election compliance audit of the campaign finances of:

Doug Thompson

¢/ | Candidate’s name:
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Registered third party advertiser's name:

Reasons for compliance audit*

Indicate the reasons you believe that the candidate or registered third party has contravened
the provisions of the MEA related to campaign finances. If known, identify what section(s) of
the MEA you believe has been contravened. Additional documents may be attached to this
application.

On reviewing the Form 4 Financial Statement of Doug Thompson, candidate for the

office of City Councillor — Ward 20 Osgoode, there are reasonable grounds to believe

that Mr. Thompson has contravened the campaign finance rules set out in the Municipal
Elections Act, 1996. Mr. Thompson is an experienced candidate in municipal elections. He
was previously the Mayor of the former Township of Osgoode, and was a City Councillor for
a decade. He was previously subject to the same elections campaign finance rules. Mr.
Thompson filed his Financial Statement on March 22, 2023, and swore a declaration that it
was true and correct. However, in light of his campaign activities and the financial items he
reported, there are inaccuracies in his financial statement.

See attached pages for evidence and photographs.

Declaration*

The definition of an “eligible elector” under Subsection 17(2) of the Municipal Elections Act,
1996 is as follows:

A person is entitled to be an elector at an election held in a local municipality if, on
voting day, they

(a) resides in the local municipality or is the owner or tenant of land there, or the
spouse of such owner or tenant;

(b) are a Canadian citizen;

(c) are at least 18 years old; and
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(d) are not prohibited from voting under Subsection 17(3) or otherwise by law.
Accordingly, the following must be declared by the Applicant:

1, E@M P#w fOS , being an eligible elector in the City of Ottawa,
HEREBY DECLARE that | have reasonable grounds to believe that the candidate or
registered third party referenced in this application has contravened a provision of
the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, relating to election campaign finances, and | have

set out the reasons for my belief in this application.
Redacted

_ D, 2% /27

Si cant Date (yyyy/mm/dd)

For office use only

Received by: K}\'\W’\rw ~ N

Date received:__Jurne. 28 , 2023

Personal information on this form is collected under the authority of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, SO 1996, c 32,

Schedule, sections 88.33(2) and/or 88.35(2). Personal information will be used by the City of Ottawa for the purposes of the

application submitted for a compliance audit of the election campaign finances of a candidate or third party advertiser.
Despite anything in the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, documents and materials filed with

or prepared by the City Clerk or any other election official are public records and may be inspected by any person at the City
Clerk’s Office pursuant to Section 88(5) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, SO 1996, ¢ 32, Schedule. Questions about this

collection and use of your personal information may be directed to the Elections Office at 613-580-2660 or
elections@ottawa.ca.
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Throughout the course of his campaign, Mr. Thompson reused many of his old elections
signs from his previous campaigns. There were two versions of previous campaign
signage used in Mr. Thompson’s 2022 election bid. One version of his signs had a blue
and white colour scheme, with a black and white photo of the candidate. This sign
appeared to state “elect,” but on closer examination, a white sticker was used to cover
part of the word “re-elect.” Another version of his signage had white background with
Mr. Thompson’s name in blue and red text. Again, the sign appeared to state the word
“elect,” however on closer examination a white sticker was used to cover a portion of
the word “re-elect.” A photo of these signs is enclosed. These signs were clearly

reused from Mr. Thompson’s previous bids for public office. In total there were several
hundred of Doug Thompson’s signs that I counted throughout the ward including
dozens of large format signs. These signs comprised of various previous elections and
some new signs as well. I have attached some photos as evidence of these signs.

In Schedule 1 “Contributions”, under Part II “Contributions from candidate or
spouse”, in Table 2 for inventory from previous campaign, Mr. Thompson reported the
value of these signs at the suspiciously round number of $100.00. The financial
statement makes no remarks about the style, size, or materiality of the signage, although
there were two version of previous elections signs used. Mr. Thompson failed to report
the quantity of signs he used from his previous election, which the Form 4 requires,
leaving the public in the dark as to how he came up with this valuation. Mr. Thompson
also failed to report any value or quantity of metal pickets or wooden stakes he reused
along with theses signs. An extract from the financial statement is below:

Table 2: Inventory of campaign goods and materials from previous municipal campaign used in this campaign
(Note: Value must be recorded as a contribution from the candidate and as an expense.)

Description Date Acquired |Supplier Quantity | Current Market
(yyyy/mm/dd) Value ($)
Signs from previous election 2010/09/01 |Hawley Signs 100.00
Total 100.00

Subsection 88.19(3) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 provides that the
“replacement value” of goods retained by a candidate from any previous municipal
election and used in the candidate’s campaign are expenses. On the opposite side of the
ledger, the replacement value of those goods are also a contribution from the
candidate personally.

The 2022 Candidates’ Guide also states that if a candidate uses leftover goods from a
previous election, the candidate must establish the “current market value of the goods,”
or in other words “what it would cost you to purchase them today.”

This rule is in place to ensure that candidates who have previously run in an election, or
the incumbent candidate, do not have an advantage over other candidates by virtue of
having pre-incurred campaign expenses at lower costs prior to the current election. The
requirement to use the current market value also levels the playing field between repeat



candidates and candidates who are entering a race for the first time.

Mr. Thompson’s reporting of only a $100.00 value of reused election signs is not an
objectively reasonable valuation of 2022 market conditions, and defeats the intent of
leveling the playing field amongst his competitors.

Table 2: Inventory of campaign goods and materials from previous municipal campaign used in this campaign
(Note: Value must be recorded as a contribution from the candidate and as an expense.)

Description Date Acquired | Supplier Quantity | Current Market
(yyyy/mm/dd) Value ($)

24"y 16" Cora‘n/of:f lauwn -si_‘}ns 2010/69/i3 /-fawl'&j S@ns ~J/ém,a}1ics 50 ¥ 485.90

Uz’ v 48" corplast lawn signs |2014/10 lo7 Hauley Signs + Grughics | 15 3 480.00

Stakes for 241" fawn siens 200l0q 13 Hnw[qv S':S"S 4—6@0117(\3 50 3 75.71

Total ’,0‘//:6/

Another candidate in the Ward 20 election, Bob Masaro, also reported using inventory
from previous election campaigns. Coincidentally, Mr. Masaro and Mr. Thompson both
procured their previous election signs around the same time and from the same
supplier: in September 2010, and from Hawley Signs & Graphics.

Mr. Masaro reported the current market value of fifty 24” by 16” coroplast lawn signs,
which were the least expensive per sign, at $485.90:

Valued at approximately $9.72 per sign, this means that a $100 expense could only
purchase about 10 signs. However, it was clear that Mr. Thompson reused well over 10
election signs from his previous election. How Mr. Thompson came up with an even
$100 value for his reused election signs is therefore incomprehensible.

On that basis, there are reasonable grounds to believe that Mr. Thompson contravened
the campaign finance rules in the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 by failing to accurately
value election campaign signs he reused from his previous campaigns. This
contravention is serious because it strikes at the principle that candidates must be put
on a level playing field. By failing to provide an objectively reasonable market value for
these goods, Mr. Thompson gained a financial advantage over his opponents that
chose to follow the rules.

As such, the Elections Compliance Audit Committee should grant this application and
order an audit of Mr. Thompson’s campaign finances.
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"I hope to see you around the Ward in my
Votemobile! It gets more than a few waves
and honks, and gives me a chance to talk
with more people!"

Please check out Doug's platform at:
https://withdoug.ca/index.php/en/platform
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