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Ottawa, Ontario 

INTRODUCTION 

Please accept this letter as the GEMTEC Engineers and Scientists Limited (GEMTEC) 

environmental constraints summary in support of the proposed residential development located 

adjacent to 1082 Boucher Crescent, in City of Ottawa, Ontario (hereafter referred to as “the 

subject property”). 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this document is to provide a summary of the identified natural environment 

features that have the potential to be impacted as a result of the proposed residential development 

for consideration during the pre-consultation for the project. For the purposes of this report, the 

study area is the entire subject property and the area 120 m beyond the study area is the adjacent 

lands.  

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FEATURES 

Significant and Local Wetlands 

No provincially significant wetlands (PSW) or locally significant wetlands were identified within the 

subject property or the larger overall study area during site investigations. 

Woodlands 

The subject property contains mature deciduous and coniferous trees sparsely distributed on the 

open areas of the property and is surrounded by a hedgerow of mature trees. No woodlands or 

other forested communities are located within the subject property. Consideration has been given 

in the design of the proposed residential development site plan to retain as many of the mature 

trees as possible.  
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A Tree Information Report (TIR) was completed for the subject property to assess the extent of 

tree removals that would be required to support the proposed development (Manotick Tree 

Movers Inc., 2025). The TIR identified four (4) trees on the subject property that are recommended 

for removal due to the proximity to the development footprint and the potential impacts to the 

critical root zone (CRZ) of the trees. To compensate for the loss of these trees, six (6) replacement 

trees have been included on the site plan to be planted on the subject property. No additional 

impacts to trees are anticipated as a result of the proposed development.  

Watercourses and Fish Habitat 

The subject property abuts the Rideau River, located northwest on the property. An unnamed 

drainage swale is located along the eastern property boundary, shared by the adjacent property. 

Based on the complete site investigation, this feature does not provide fish habitat and is likely 

seasonally wetted. The Rideau River is the closest source of fish habitat, containing a diverse fish 

community. The proposed residential development is sufficiently setback from the watercourse 

that permitting from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) and potential impacts are not 

anticipated. 

The development footprint as it is currently situated is within 30 m of the high water mark for the 

Rideau River. However, it is our opinion that ecological and other natural environment impacts 

are not anticipated with the current layout of the residence. The current layout matches adjacent 

homes in setbacks from the Rideau River.  

Significant Wildlife Habitat 

The Significant Wildlife Habitat Ecoregion Criterion Schedules for Ecoregion 6-E defines 43 types 

of significant wildlife habitat, which are broadly categorized as: habitats of seasonal concentration 

of animals, rare vegetation communities, specialized habitats for wildlife, habitats of species of 

conservation concern, and animal movement corridors.  

Based on the completed field investigations for the subject property and the review of available 

background information the following significant wildlife habitats have the potential to be present 

within the subject property, candidate bald eagle and osprey foraging, nesting, and perching 

habitat and candidate habitats of species of special concern.  

Species at Risk 

A desktop review of species at risk (SAR) occurrence records was completed to aid in the 

assessment of potential environmental constraints. Based on a review of element occurrences 

listed within the grid squares within 2 km of the site, the Natural Heritage Information Centre 

indicates a single SAR occurrence within 2 km of the subject property, bobolink (Dolichonyx 

oryzivorous). No floral or faunal SAR were identified within the study area during site 

investigations. The subject property does not provide suitable open grassland habitat for bobolink.  
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It is our opinion that the amount of treed habitat on the subject property is not suitable, nor is it 

present in sufficient quantity, to constitute being suitable for SAR bat species.  

SUMMARY 

Based on a synthesis of information obtained during the desktop analysis and field investigations, 

the following natural environment features of interest have been identified on-site. 

• Potential (high) for fish and fish habitat (Rideau River); and

• Potential (low to moderate) for SWH for species of special concern and bald eagle and

osprey foraging, nesting, and perching habitat

It is our professional opinion that given the conditions of the site, as observed during the 

completed field investigation and the review of available background information, the proposed 

single family residential development on the subject property is not likely to result in any direct 

impacts to significant natural heritage features. Any potential impacts, albeit minor, have been 

discussed in this letter and will be mitigated through applicable best management practices during 

construction and through compensation and replacement, where required. 

CLOSURE 

We trust that this constraints summary memo provides sufficient information to allow for 

discussions with regulatory and City staff. If there are any questions, comments or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.   

Sincerely, 

Zachary Anderson, B.Sc., CAN-CISEC 
Biologist 






