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The city council voted to maintain a police budget increase for 2021 and seems adverse to the ideas of 

defunding the police. They ignored the calls by councillor Menard that during this public health crisis 

from the pandemic, increased money should go to public health, not police. The police services asked 

for a budget for changes that claim to address systemic racism, that have ignored the very easily 

accessible demands of the Canadian Black Lives Matter movement. I would like an explanation from the 

budget committee on why they feel this budget is necessary. What is the rationale behind increasing its 

budget when there is clear rationale that other sectors need it more? 

 

The chief wants things like training for anti-racial profiling and mental health checks, when in contrast, 

the citizens of this city and country actually want investment in social housing, food, and free public 

transit; we want unarmed mental health professionals to do mental health checks; we want shelters to 

have increased funding for people with emergencies like domestic violence. When BIPOC have made 

their demands clear, why does the police service ignore them? When will the Ottawa police service work 

with other services to reallocate funding? 

 

Sincerely, 

Jaron Chalier 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fottawacitizen.com%2Fnews%2Flocal-news%2Fcouncil-refuses-bid-to-move-money-from-police-force-to-public-health-in-2021-budget&data=04%7C01%7Channah.logan%40ottawa.ca%7C8f9129cadfca4452a1c008d88022f57e%7Cdfcc033ddf874c6ea1b88eaa73f1b72e%7C0%7C0%7C637400234924472144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=O2dLB7dyJW%2FYljjwxbnfQTfAbgkcbpU5EU92m00NA6M%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblacklivesmatter.ca%2Fdefund-the-police%2F&data=04%7C01%7Channah.logan%40ottawa.ca%7C8f9129cadfca4452a1c008d88022f57e%7Cdfcc033ddf874c6ea1b88eaa73f1b72e%7C0%7C0%7C637400234924472144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VjsYbS2NQYIxyV3utWNq5q9659GyDNIfchE0bGLGjak%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ottawapolice.ca%2Fen%2Fnews-and-community%2FTraffic-Stop-Race-Data-Collection-ProjectTSRDCP.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Channah.logan%40ottawa.ca%7C8f9129cadfca4452a1c008d88022f57e%7Cdfcc033ddf874c6ea1b88eaa73f1b72e%7C0%7C0%7C637400234924482135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oC9TieHmFxUpVgPEuqmymM20KBmUUf2Ya3GRARLylK8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblacklivesmatter.ca%2Fdefund-the-police%2F&data=04%7C01%7Channah.logan%40ottawa.ca%7C8f9129cadfca4452a1c008d88022f57e%7Cdfcc033ddf874c6ea1b88eaa73f1b72e%7C0%7C0%7C637400234924482135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HQOitAIQJ7Hr%2FrLJXA66cOmzbaQgn69GBORtOKL6cNs%3D&reserved=0

