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Moved by / Motion de:  Councillor Tierney 
 
That the Transportation Committee waive the Rules of Procedure to consider this 

proposal, pursuant to subsection 84(3) of the procedure by-law (being by-law no. 

2006-462), in order to provide City Council the time required to consider this 

motion prior to a scheduled November 5th event in Toronto as outlined in the 

attached correspondence. 

 

WHEREAS the Ministry of Transportation for the Government of the Province of 

Ontario has instituted a demerit point system for drivers which “encourages 

drivers to improve their behaviour and protects people from drivers who abuse 

the privilege of driving”; and 

 

WHEREAS effective October 26, 2009, Ontario’s Highway Traffic Act was 

amended to include “distracted driving” as an offence, making it illegal for 

drivers to talk, text, type, dial or email using hand-held cell phones and other 

hand-held communications and entertainment devices; and 

 



WHEREAS, despite these changes, “distracted driving” was not included within 

the category of offences for which demerit points are recorded against the 

driver’s record on conviction for the offence; and 

 

WHEREAS the Ministry of Transportation notes that, when drivers take their eyes 

off the road for more than two seconds, their crash risk doubles and that a driver 

using a cell phone is four times more likely to be in a crash than a driver focused 

on the road and, according to the Ontario Provincial Police, distracted driving is 

cited as a causal factor in 30 to 50 percent of traffic collisions in Ontario; 

 
WHEREAS Ottawa resident Rick Levesque has mounted a public action 
campaign, Help Save Lives – Drive Hands Free, to encourage the Provincial 
Government to institute a demerit point penalty for “distracted driving”; 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Transportation Committee recommends 

that City Council request, through the Mayor, that the Provincial Government 

make immediate changes to the Highway Traffic Act and Regulations to include 

demerit points as one of the consequences flowing from a conviction for 

distracted driving and that such request be copied to all local MPPs. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this item rise to Council on 9 October 2013. 

  

https://m.facebook.com/helpsavelives.drivehandsfree


 

 


