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North Kanata Community Design Plan
Submission of

September 25, 2013

Part of the new Urban Expansion Study Area designated in the 2009 Official Plan is located immediately
behind our property at IIIIIIINIIIGGEEEEEE /s = result, we will be directly impacted by the North
Kanata Community Design Plan, as will all the residents of 349 to 431 Celtic Ridge Crescent. ltis my
submission that, at a minimum, the new Community Design Plan should:

1. Preserve the mature trees that form a hedgerow along the back of our properties; and,
2. Ensure there is a buffer between our properties and any new residential properties on the lots behind
us.

Preserving the mature trees that form a hedgerow along the back of our properties

The “Existing Conditions” report prepared by the City identifies the deciduous hedgerow that runs along
the back of 349 to 431 Celtic Ridge Crescent as a natural feature. These mature trees make

our properties unique and enjoyable as mature trees are a rare commaodity in new suburban
developments. They should be preserved at all costs. These trees would be an asset as well to any new
development in the subject area as they make any land use there more atiractive, providing landscape,
privacy and shade.

In addition to the value the hedgerow provides to residents, it is also a significant ecological resource.
First, it is a quite diverse and dense tree community, containing a minimum of two hundred mature trees
and many more shrubs and smaller tree species. There is a wide diversity of species ranging from birch,
poplar and maple at the eastern end of the hedgerow (closest to the rail line), though mixed stands of
ash, white elm and basswood, then ash and oak, with a very large white oak behind 399 Celtic Ridge,
and finally mostly ash near its western end. The shrubs include large numbers of serviceberry and black
cherry trees and other fruit bearing species. The other ecologica!l service provided by the hedgerow is as
a corridor and nesting habitat for many bird species. Shirley’s Bay is widely known as a very active bird
habitat and these hedgerows play a role as access corridors for these tiny migrants to reach this area. In
addition to our common residents such as goldfinches, chickadees and nuthatches, we have seen
bluebirds, rose-breasted grosbeaks, pileated woodpeckers, veery, warblers, vireos, orioles, juncos, white
throat sparrows, and winter migrants such as redpolls and purple finches, to name but a few of the large
number of species that enjoy the protection of this deciduous hedgerow.

As noted, the hedgerow contains many ash trees, which seem for the most part not to be affected yet by
the Emerald Ash Borer infestation. Given their importance to the community, they should be inoculated
against this pest as part of the plan.

For all these reasons, this deciduous hedgerow must be preserved in the North Kanata Community
Design Plan. Whiie we do not have a direct interest in similar hedgerows elsewhere in the study area, it
would make for a more pleasant and liveable community if they were preserved as well.

Ensuring there is a buffer between our properties and any new residential properties built on the
lots behind us

It is likely that ali the residents who purchased lots that back onto the area now slated for urban
expansion did so to enjoy the open space, vista and privacy afforded by this location, even paying a
premium for this feature. Even if the hedgerow is preserved, there will be a desire on the part of many of
us to minimize direct exposure to other residential properties immediately across our back property line.
There are a few land use options that can help achieve this, although none will be as desirable as the
current situation. These include a storm water management pond, park, school or other institutional use,
or a walking path.
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Of these, the only one that can provide some benefit as a buffer for the entire length of Celtic Ridge is a
walking path. If a 10 meter corridor were reserved beyond the hedgerow for the purpose of extending the
walking path that now ends at a dead end at the northwest corner of the Brookside development, it could
provide an effective buffer that preserves some of the open space, vista and privacy that we desire.
Other land uses, such as storm water management pond, park, school or other institutional uses, would
not be large enough to provide a buffer along the whole length of Celtic Ridge, and come with their own
inconveniences and drawbacks. The storm water pond is a magnet for sea gulls and a danger for young
children, a park can draw large numbers of children and youth at all times of the day, schools or other
institutional uses can be noisy and attract a lot of vehicular traffic.

For these reasons, a buffer between our properties and any new residential properties on the lots behind
us must be included in the North Kanata Community Design Plan. | submit that the most desirable form
that it could take is as a 10 meter corridor reserved for an extension of the walking path around the
Brookside development.
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