Municipalites Untano

April 29, 2021

AMO Policy Update — Province Introduces Paid
COVID-19 Leave

The Province introduced legislation today to create a temporary COVID-19 focused
provincial sick day program. This legislation, if passed, will require employers to
provide workers with up to three days of pay, up to $200 per day, if missing work
because of COVID-19. This will be retroactive to April 19, 2021 and effective until
September 25, 2021, the same date the Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit (CRSB)
program will expire.

The WSIB will administer the program but it will be funded by the Province, not by the
WSIB who relies on employers to fund their programs. At the time of writing the draft
legislation was not available on the Legislative Assembly website, but when it is
posted it should be found here.

The Province has also offered to provide funding to the federal government to double
CRSB payments to Ontario residents, adding an additional $500 per week to eligible
individuals for a total of $1,000 per week. It is understood that federal-provincial
discussions are currently occurring on creating a bridge between these programs and
making it easier for employees to navigate between them when needed. The two
programs, once up and operating together, are not to be used in the same week.

It has been stated by the Province that these temporary sick days, when passed into
law, are not be stacked on top of employer provided benefits if those benefits already
provide for 3 or more sick days as part of the employment entitlements. As the
employer is to manage the provision of these temporary COVID-19 focused provincial
sick days, it is presumed that the employer will make sure this does not occur.

AMQ’s COVID-19 Resources page is being updated continually so you can find critical
information in one place. Please send any of your municipally related pandemic
guestions to covid19@amo.on.ca.

*Disclaimer: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is unable to provide any warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness
of third-party submissions. Distribution of these items does not imply an endorsement of the views, information or services mentioned.
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