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5. PELLETIZED BIOSOLIDS 

BIOSOLIDES GRANULÉS 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION  

That Ottawa City Council direct the General Manager, Public Works & 

Environmental Services (or his designate) to write to the Ministers of the 

Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (OMECP), the 

Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA), as well 

as the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), in consultation with the 

Mayor and rural Councillors, to outline key concerns and potential 

considerations from Ottawa’s perspective to help inform the development 

of the Best Management Practices aimed at pelletized biosolid producers 

and local farmers. 

 RECOMMANDATION DU COMITÉ 

 Que le Conseil municipal d’Ottawa demande au directeur général, Services 

des travaux publics et des services environnementaux (ou à son 

mandataire) d’écrire au ministre de l’Environnement, de la Protection de la 

nature et des Parcs, au ministre de l’Agriculture, de l’Alimentation et des 

Affaires rurales et à l’ACIA, en consultation avec le maire et les conseillers 

des quartiers ruraux, pour présenter les principales préoccupations et les 

éléments qu’il faudrait éventuellement prendre en considération selon la 

Ville d’Ottawa afin d’orienter l’élaboration de pratiques de gestion 

exemplaires destinées aux producteurs de biosolides granulés et aux 

agriculteurs locaux.   

Documentation/Documentation 

1. Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee Report, dated May 6, 2021 

(ACS2021-OCC-ARA-0001)  

Rapport du Comité de l’agriculture et des affaires rurales, daté le 6 mai 
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2021 (ACS2021-OCC-ARA-0001)  

2. Extract of draft Minutes, Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee,  

May 6, 2021 

 Extrait de l’ébauche du procès-verbal, Comité de l’agriculture et des affaires 

rurales, le 6 mai 2021 
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Report to 

Rapport au: 

 

Council  

Conseil 

12 May 2021 / 12 mai 2021 

 

Submitted on 7 May 2021 

Soumis le 7 mai 2021 

 

Submitted by 

Soumis par: 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee / Comité de l’agriculture et des affaires 

rurales 

 

Contact Person  

Personne ressource: 

Marc Desjardins, Committee Coordinator/Coordonnateur de comité 

613-580-2424 ext. 28821, Marc.Desjardins@ottawa.ca 

Ward: CITY WIDE / À L'ÉCHELLE DE LA 

VILLE 

File Number: ACS2021-OCC-ARA-0001 

SUBJECT: PELLETIZED BIOSOLIDS  

OBJET: BIOSOLIDES GRANULÉS 

REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Ottawa City Council direct the General Manager, Public Works & 

Environmental Services (or his designate) to write to the Ministers of OMECP, 

OMAFRA, as well as the CFIA, in consultation with the Mayor and rural 

Councillors, to outline key concerns and potential considerations from Ottawa’s 
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perspective to help inform the development of the Best Management Practices 

aimed at pelletized biosolid producers and local farmers. 

 
RECOMMANDATIONS DU RAPPORT 

Que le Conseil municipal d’Ottawa demande au directeur général, Services des 

travaux publics et des services environnementaux (ou à son mandataire) d’écrire 

au ministre de l’Environnement, de la Protection de la nature et des Parcs, au 

ministre de l’Agriculture, de l’Alimentation et des Affaires rurales et à l’ACIA, en 

consultation avec le maire et les conseillers des quartiers ruraux, pour présenter 

les principales préoccupations et les éléments qu’il faudrait éventuellement 

prendre en considération selon la Ville d’Ottawa afin d’orienter l’élaboration de 

pratiques de gestion exemplaires destinées aux producteurs de biosolides 

granulés et aux agriculteurs locaux. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee, at its meeting of 6 May 2021, approved 

the following motion added to the agenda pursuant to 89(3) of the Procedure By-law 

(being By-law no. 2019-8). 

“ WHEREAS the City of Ottawa’s Biosolids Program was introduced in 1992, and is a 

critical step in Ottawa’s wastewater treatment process, consisting of secondary 

treatment and dewatering, followed by anaerobic digestion where solids are heated and 

broken down, producing methane for energy and creating reusable biosolids; and 

WHEREAS the Biosolids Beneficial Use Program is a major advantage to agricultural 

land in Ottawa, and is considered the most sustainable way for the City to reuse waste 

as a local resource, offer cost savings and environmental benefits, and minimize the 

carbon footprint for a greener city; and 

WHEREAS the biosolids program is a leader in biosolids management and follows 

several environmentally proactive policies and practices, optimizing the beneficial use of 

biosolids through local agricultural land application; and 
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WHEREAS the City of Ottawa Biosolids Beneficial Use Land Application Program is 

governed by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA), the 

Ontario Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks (OMECP), the Environmental 

Protection Act and the Nutrient Management Act, as well as the City’s own policies and 

protocols; and 

WHEREAS there has been a recent emergence of a new biosolids product offered by 

private sector companies - commonly known as pelletized biosolids - which differs from 

typical biosolids as they have been treated to further reduce pathogens through heat 

drying, while Ottawa's biosolids follow more strict provincial reuse and handling rules 

due to higher levels of bacteria, requiring additional care; and 

WHEREAS the increased usage of these pelletized biosolids in recent years by local 

farmers has resulted in an increase in resident complaints relating to the associated 

odours; and 

WHEREAS pelletized biosolids are classified as fertilizer products under the Canadian 

Fertilizers Act, regulated by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA); and 

WHEREAS the City of Ottawa does not have jurisdiction over the sale and use of 

commercial fertilizers by the public, nor to take action in response to odour complaints 

associated with the use of these private products; and 

WHEREAS City staff continue to engage with the Province and the Water Environment 

Association’s Residuals and Biosolids Committee to collaborate with the industry, 

producers and farmers to follow best management practices on farms when using 

biosolid products to protect public health and the environment; and 

WHEREAS it is Provincial jurisdiction to enforce and respond to odours reported as 

environmental spills on farms, coordinate site inspections, and provide communications 

to the public; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Ottawa City Council direct the General Manager, 

Public Works & Environmental Services (or his designate) to write to the Ministers of 

OMECP, OMAFRA, as well as the CFIA, in consultation with the Mayor and rural 

Councillors, to outline key concerns and potential considerations from Ottawa’s 
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perspective to help inform the development of the Best Management Practices aimed at 

pelletized biosolid producers and local farmers.” 

DISCUSSION 

This item was introduced at the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee meeting of 6 

May 2021 and carried with the support of all Committee members.   

RURAL IMPLICATIONS 

Staff will be available at the Council meeting to respond to questions, as necessary. 

CONSULTATION 

This was an additional item by at the 6 May 2021 Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

Committee meeting. 

COMMENTS BY THE WARD COUNCILLOR(S) 

The Rural Councillors are supportive of this motion. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Staff will be available at the Council meeting to respond to questions, as necessary. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Staff will be available at the Council meeting to respond to questions, as necessary. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications associated with this report. 

ACCESSIBILITY IMPACTS 

There are no accessibility impacts associated with the consideration of this report. 
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DISPOSITION 

Staff will implement Council’s decision(s), as directed. 
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