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2. Colours associated with the building’s era, architectural style and 
materials and the fashion at the time of construction could be used to 
inform colour choices. Those seeking assistance in selecting 
appropriate colour palettes, may contact the heritage planning staff or 
an architectural conservation expert. 

7.3.3 Landscape Guidelines 
The conservation and enhancement of the HCD’s distinctive landscape 
is pivotal to all projects within it. The Guidelines below provide direction 
to individual property owners with regard to the conservation and 
enhancement of the landscape. 

Front Yards, Plant Material, Trees and Walkways 
1. The dominance of soft landscape over hard landscape is an essential 

heritage attribute of the HCD and shall be retained in order to maintain 
a green setting for each property. 

2. Landscape projects shall respect the attributes and established 
character of the associated streetscape and the HCD.  

3. Front yards shall have a generous area of soft landscaping which may 
include lawns, shrubs and flower beds, specimen or groupings of trees. 
The tradition of using native plant material is encouraged. Existing 
elements such as lawns, flower beds, glades of trees, shrubs, rocks 
and low stone walls shall be maintained and hard surfacing shall be 
kept to a minimum. Advice on native species can be obtained from 
heritage planning staff. 
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4. The removal of mature trees 
is strongly discouraged. 
Where a tree must be 
removed to allow for new 
construction, it will be 
replaced with a new tree of 
an appropriate size and 
species. 

5. The street tree canopy of 
Rockcliffe Park is a key 
character-defining element of 
the HCD. Mature trees that succumb to age or disease should be 
replaced in order to continue and maintain the tree canopy. 

6. The appropriate permit for the removal of distinctive trees, as defined 
by the City’s Distinctive Tree By-law, and any other related bylaws that 
protect trees, must be obtained by owners. The removal of such trees 
is strongly discouraged. 

7. Residents are encouraged to take advantage of the City’s “Trees in 
Trust” program or equivalent. Information about the program is 
available on the City’s website : http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/water-
and-environment/trees-and-community-forests/trees-trust. 

8. Existing narrow flagstone walkways are an important element of the 
landscape and shall be retained and conserved. They typically extend 
from the front entrance to either the street or to the driveway. 

9. New walkways shall follow the existing pattern in terms of width, 
material and location. 

10. Visual continuity across property lines is strongly encouraged. Where 
dividing lines are required, hedges are an appropriate alternative to 
fences.  

Driveways, Landscape 
Features, and Lighting 

1. Driveway design that 
minimizes the amount of 
asphalt and other paving 
materials is encouraged. 
Consideration should be 
given to the use of porous 
materials such as turfstone. 

2. Narrowing driveway widths 
to comply with the Zoning 
By-law is encouraged when 
the opportunity arises. 

http://http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/water-and-environment/trees-and-community-forests/trees-trust


29 Rockcliffe Park Heritage Conservation District Plan 

7.4.2 Guidelines for New Buildings 
1. Property owners are encouraged to retain an architect, designer and/or 

heritage professional when designing a new building in the HCD.  
2. New buildings shall contribute to and not detract from the heritage 

character of the HCD and its attributes. 
3. Construction of new buildings will only be permitted when the new 

building does not detract from the historic landscape characteristics of 
the associated streetscape, the height and mass of the new building 
are consistent with the Grade I buildings in the associated streetscape, 
and the siting and materials of the new building are compatible with the 
Grade I buildings in the associated streetscape. Where there are no 
Grade I buildings in the associated streetscape, the height and mass of 
the new building shall respect the character of the existing buildings 
and shall not have a negative impact on the associated streetscape or 
the cultural heritage value of the HCD. These situations will be 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the community 
in accordance with Section 4.1 of this Plan.  

4. New buildings shall be of their 
own time but sympathetic to the 
character of their historic 
neighbours in terms of massing, 
height and materials. New 
buildings are not required to 
replicate historical styles. 

5. Integral garages shall be located 
in a manner that respects the 
cultural heritage value of the 
streetscape. 

6. Existing grades shall be maintained. 
7. In order to protect the expansive front lawns, and the generous 

spacing and setbacks of the buildings, identified as heritage attributes 
of the HCD, the following Guidelines shall be used when determining 
the location of new houses on their lots: 

a)  New buildings on interior lots shall be sensitively sited in 
relation to adjacent buildings. Unless a new building 
maintains the front yard setback of a building it is replacing, 
the front yard setback of the new building shall be consistent 
with that of the adjacent building that is set closest to the 
street. A new building may be set back further from the street 
than adjacent buildings. 
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b)  In general, unless a new building on a corner lot maintains 
the setbacks of the building it is replacing, the new building 
shall not be closer to the street than both adjacent buildings. 
The new building may be set back further from both streets 
than the adjacent buildings. If the front yard setbacks of the 
adjacent buildings cannot reasonably be used to determine 
the front yard and exterior side yard setbacks of a new 
building, the new building shall be sensitively sited in relation 
to adjacent buildings on both streets.  

8. Windows may be wood, metal clad wood, steel or other materials as 
appropriate. Multi-paned windows should have appropriate muntin 
bars. 

9. The use of natural materials, such as stone, real stucco, brick and 
wood is an important attribute of the HCD, and the use of materials 
such as vinyl siding, aluminium soffits, synthetic stucco, and 
manufactured stone will not be supported. 

10. Terraces on the top storey of buildings do not form part of the heritage 
character of the HCD, however, a terrace on the top storey may be 
permitted if it is set back from the roof edge, it and its fixtures are not 
visible from the surrounding public realm and the terrace does not 
have a negative effect on the character of the surrounding cultural 
heritage landscape. 

11. Terraces and balconies below the top storey (for example, on a garage 
roof, or one storey addition) may be recommended for approval if they 
do not have a negative effect on the character of the surrounding 
cultural heritage landscape. 

12. If brick and stone cladding is proposed, it will extend to all façades and 
not be used solely on the front façade. Other cladding materials may 
be appropriate. 

13. The use of modern materials such as plastic or fiberglass to replicate 
architectural details such as columns, balusters or bargeboard is not 
acceptable and will not be permitted. 

Garages and Accessory Buildings 
1. New freestanding garages and accessory buildings such as security 

huts, shall be designed and located to complement the heritage 
character of the associated streetscape and the design of the 
associated building. In general, new garages should be simple in 
character with a gable or flat roof and wood or stucco cladding. 

2. New detached garages should not be located between the front façade 
and the front property line. 
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3. Other accessory buildings (sheds, play houses, pool houses) should 
be located in the rear yard and will not result in the loss of significant 
soft landscaping. 

4. Security huts for diplomatic residences shall be sensitively sited and 
designed. 

7.4.3 Landscape Guidelines – New Buildings and Additions 
1. New buildings and additions to existing buildings shall respect the 

heritage attributes of the lot’s existing hard and soft landscape, 
including but not limited to trees, hedges and flowerbeds, pathways, 
setbacks and yards. Soft landscaping will dominate the property. 

2. New buildings and additions will be sited on a property to respect the 
established landscaped character of the streetscape. 

3. The existing landscaped character of a lot will be preserved, when new 
buildings and additions are constructed. 

4. The front lawns and side yards of new buildings shall protect the 
continuity and dominance of the soft landscape within the HCD.  

5. If a driveway must be moved, the new driveway will be established in 
conformity with these Guidelines, the Zoning By-law, and the Private 
Approach By-law. 

6. To ensure landscape continuity, new buildings should be sited in 
generally the same location and be oriented in the same direction as 
the building being replaced to ensure that the existing character of the 
lot, its associated landscape and the streetscape are preserved. 

7. Setbacks, topography and existing grades, trees, pathways and 
special features, such as stone walls and front walks shall be 
preserved. 

8. All applications for new construction shall be accompanied by a 
detailed landscape plan. The plan must clearly indicate the location of 
all trees, shrubs and landscape features including those to be 
preserved and those to be removed, and illustrate all changes 
proposed to the landscape. 

9. The removal of mature trees is strongly discouraged and all 
applications will be subject to the appropriate bylaw and permitting 
process. Where a tree has to be removed to accommodate new 
construction, it will be replaced with a new tree of an appropriate size 
and species elsewhere on the lot with preference given to native 
species. 

10. Existing grades shall be maintained. 
11. Artificial turf shall not be permitted in front and side yards.  




